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Selected Highlights from The Schwenk Family Collection
View all lots and bid at HA.com/1344

1798 Small Eagle Dollar 1800 AMERICAI Dollar 1802 Dollar

13 Stars, B-1, BB-82 AU58 PCGS. CAC MS63+ PCGS
MS61 PCGS

1855-0 Twenty Dollar 1859-0 Twenty Dollar 1860-0 Twenty Dollar
AU55 PCGS AU50 PCGS AU53 PCGS

N

1861-0O Twenty Dollar 1863 Twenty Dollar
XF45 PCGS AU58 PCGS XF40 PCGS

DALLAS | NEW YORK | BEVERLY HILLS | CHICAGO | PALM BEACH I ERI-I-AGE
LONDON | PARIS | GENEVA | BRUSSELS | AMSTERDAM | HONG KONG

Always Accepting Quality Consignments in 40+ Categories AUCTIONS

Immediate Cash Advances Available THE WORLD’S LARGEST
1.5 Million+ Online Bidder-Members NUMISMATIC AUCTIONEER
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Time to Start A Quarters Collection?

by Mark Benvenuto

It has been over twenty years since Congress gave
the first order to the Mint to start producing quar-
ters with different reverses, one honoring each
state. The year 1999 saw Caesar Rodney of Dela-
ware make his ride across the first of the States
Quarters, and saw an expansion of all the refer-
ences and price guides as they strove to add entries
for each new twenty-five cent piece. After the fifty
states were each recognized with a unique reverse,
a further year was put in the line-up, with the terri-
tories being honored. And after all this the wheel
was re-set, as it were, and the America the Beautiful
program gave us images of the natural wonders
spread throughout the fifty states. The year 2022
marks the start of a third program, this one honor-
ing famous women of the nation. With all the possi-
bilities that are sure to come from this, why not
look back a bit and see what sort of collection of
guarters an energetic collector might be able to as-
semble?

From pocket change

The big dividing line for our twenty-five cent pieces
is the year 1964. This was the final year in which
quarters and dimes were made for circulation with
a 90% silver and 10% copper alloy. After that, the
composition our quarters now have was intro-
duced, of a copper-nickel clad as two outer layers,
with a copper core at the center of this metal sand-
wich. The coins are hardy and durable, and the year
1965 might be a good place to start any collection
that comes solely from change.

From 1965 to 1975 there were no changes on the
guarters at all, except for the date and the addition
of mintmarks. A person who wants to do some
hunting and careful examination of his or her
change will probably be able to find all of these, giv-
en enough time. What might be the bigger chal-
lenge here is finding these older quarters in decent
shape. After all, a 1965 quarter has seen almost 60

years of use. It's a good bet some of that use was
rough.

The bicentennial quarters dated 1776 — 1976 are the
first that we can call commemorative, and yet they
were pounded out in rivers from both the main
Mint in Philadelphia and the branch facility in Den-
ver. Our Congress was years away from embracing
the idea of a commemorative program then, but
was still willing to jump the gun, as it were, since
these were produced in 1975 — as were the half dol-
lar and big, dollar coin produced with a bicentenni-
al reverse. These bicentennial quarters are still out
there in pocket change, making the occasional ap-
pearance. But these too might be tough to snag in a
decent condition with only mild wear.

From 1977 to 1998 the quarters again came out with
no changes except for dates and mint marks. This
can become a third big chunk for those of us wish-
ing to collect from change, a third span of years for
which we try to assemble some sort of date set, or
date and mint mark set, from what we receive in
every day transactions.

Our just mentioned
patriot, Caesar Rod-
ney, begins the next
group of quarters we
| might expect to find in
our pockets. The fifty
states quarters can be
a fun challenge all by
themselves, and even
have a couple of rari-
ties among them — the
extra leaf Wisconsin quarters of 2004. What are
called the “extra leaf low” and the “extra leaf high”
guarters are each worth considerably more than
face value. They would certainly be a fun piece to
find in change.
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America the Beauti-
ful was the most re-
cent set of quarters to
have been placed into
our pockets (aside
from the American
Women Quarters™
Program starting this
year) and the ever-
changing string of

The year 2009 is the
only one in which six
quarters came out,

% honoring DC and the
§ five territories that
¢ are not states. Once

again, a patient

hunter and collector
can yank these from
change.

reverses grew enor-
mously with the pro-
gram. Here we can
say that it should
still be easy to find
specimens in excel-
lent shape, as many
of them have not cir-
culated all that long.

From proof sets

Perhaps the only way we could collect quarters
more cheaply than finding each in daily change
from our own transactions would be to be a street
performer and have folks drop money into your lap
(hey, it's a possibility!). If we actually wanted to
spend a bit though, it might be an interesting idea
to see what proof sets we can purchase, or perhaps
even what proof singles we can get our hands on.
In 1965 the U.S. Mint halted proof production for a
few years, but made “Special Mint Sets.” But as the
1960’s drew to a close, proof sets were again some-
thing that was offered to collectors and others who
simply wanted the best of the best when it came to
our nation’s coinage. If we choose to take this road,
it'’s actually possible to purchase the classic proofs
as well, which in our context here means those
produced from 1950 to 1964. But if we concentrate
on those made from 1969 to the present, the good
news is that none of them are all that expensive.

Before we leave the proofs, it's worth giving at last
some brief notice to the modern silver proof pieces
which have been produced since 1992. These
proofs are made to the pre-1965 standard, and will
always cost a bit, simply because they have silver
in them. But they are all gorgeous, and can come
together to make a handsome collection.

What about north of the border?

In past articles, we have compared north-and-
south, meaning the coins of Canada and those of
the U.S. Right now we will say that the Royal Ca-
nadian Mint has also put some impressive designs
on the reverses of their quarters. But we’ll leave an
examination for a future article. Stay tuned!

All images of quarters in this article and on the
cover are official U.S. Mint images.
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Danny C. Bisgaard

VOLUNTEER — DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE

R-1213052
Salem, OR
Phone: 1.503.588.8162
Email: d.bisgaard@comcast.net Website: www.money.org

Lacey Rare COII'IS

f yor of Fine Numismatics
305 D College 5t. SE, PO BO)( 3173
Lacey, WA 98509-3173

Dennis Reed

liondennisé@gmail.com
Life Member #5495 » PNNA Life Member #818

360.438.1432 - 1.866.304.COIN = Fax 360.438.2942
Monday-Tuesday-Thursday: 11 am - 6 pm

Authorized Dealer: A an\ a_;JNGC K s

Scott © Lisa

OOS

Ancnent Medieval. and Werld Coins

Member: ANA Life Member, PNNA, ANS, CTCC

Always buying better
Ancient, Medieval, and World Coinage

Come see us at the PNNA Convention

Scott & Lisa Loos
P.O. Box 2210
North Bend, WA 98045
425-831-8789
scottloos@msn.com
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COINS UNLIMITED

Tacoma, WA

David Schmidt, owner of Coins Unlimited and GNW Shows, has been a
preferred provider of Numismatic items in the Northwest for over 40 years.

I BUY, SELL, TRADE & APPRAISE:

e U.S. & Foreign Gold Coins

e U.S. & Foreign Silver & Copper Coins

e U.S. Paper Money — Current and Obsolete

e Tokens & Medals — U.S. & Foreign

e So-called Dollars and Norse-American Comm. Items
e Items with Buffalo, Angel & Totem Pole Themes

e Olympic Memorabilia

Memberships: ANA Member K-1070071, PNNA 108, TLCC LM-7, CSNS 6428
Editor of GNW Shows Coin Calendar

Available to come to your location, or you may come to my office in Gig Harbor, Washington.

Please call to discuss your numismatic needs!
253-209-0128 gnwshows@yahoo.com

New coin show location: Holiday Inn Express, I-5 and Bridgeport Way, Tacoma, WA

Tacoma Mall Blvd. Coin,
Stamp & Jewelry Inc. @

WE Buy & SELL

Buyer on Dufy  « Gold, silver or platinum coins e Collectible U.S. & Foreign coins
EveryDay  « Collectible U.S. & Foreign Paper money -
Confidential  » Gold jewelry - any condition ¢ Bullion = Diamonds Ma*:m ,

Friendly » Fair » Sterling « Silver flatware  U.S. & Foreign stamps =

Ao Jewelry sales & repair ¢ Insurance appraisals
Estaie appraisals

Office Line MON-FRI 10-6PM

(233)472-9632  swiio-sem

Market Report 472-9631
5225 Tacoma Mall Blued  E-mail: tacomacoin@wamail.net

Website http://tacomacoin.com/




Examples of Conder Tokens depicting people

Left to Right: (with Dalton & Hamer catalog numbers; city or series)

Sir Isaac Newton, Physicist, Mathematician, Mint Master (D&H Middlesex 1033; Political and Social Series)
King George Il (D&H Warwickshire 218; Birmingham; one of many pieces made by Kempson)
Princess of Wales (D&H Middlesex 981d; National Series)

John Howard, Philanthropist (D&H Hampshire 55; Portsmouth)
William Pitt and Lord Thurlow (scarce white metal piece; D&H Middlesex 219; Political and Social Series)

Did you know? - The PNNA is offering a scholarship to the British Token Congress in Northampton, Sept. 30 - Oct. 2.

Examples of Conder Tokens depicting buildings

Left to Right: (with Dalton & Hamer catalog numbers; city or series)
Grey Friars Steeple (D&H Warwickshire 259; Coventry; the first four pieces here are all by Kempson)

Meeting Paradise St. Erected 1786 (D&H Warwickshire 167; Birmingham)
Barracks Erected 1793 (D&H Warwickshire 177; Birmingham)

Bridge Gate as Rebuilt 1728, Taken Down 1766 (scarce penny token, D&H Middlesex 76; London)
Ipswich Cross — note Conder’s name on the reverse! (D&H Suffolk 35; Ipswich)




Examples of Conder Tokens depicting naval themes

Left to Right: (with Dalton & Hamer catalog numbers; city or series)

Neptune / Whale Fishery (D&H Middlesex 306; Fowler’s — London)
Sailing Ship on Emsworth Halfpenny (D&H Hampshire 10; Emsworth)
Seashore with ship/seashells (D&H Middlesex 465; Ratley’s) — 72 struck for collectors!

Earl Howe / Anchor; reference to battle against France (D&H Hampshire 35; Emsworth)
The Sun (an important navigational aid at sea!) on a bookseller token (D&H Oxfordshire 1; Banbury)

The scholarship is named in honor of Bill McKivor (1940-2021). See the PNNA website to apply.

Examples of Conder Tokens depicting various topics

Left to Right: (with Dalton & Hamer catalog numbers; city or series)

Druid Head / Harp (D&H North Wales 8) — The Druids were a pre-Christian religious order of priests.
The popular Lady Godiva on Horseback; castle, elephant on reverse (D&H Warwickshire 231; Coventry)
Boy with coin tray — for a coin and medal dealer! (D&H Middlesex 322; Hancock’s)

Lion/ Tiger (D&H Middlesex 344a; James’; in this case the “a” denotes the plain edge variety)

Squirrel on a Northiam Halfpenny (D&H Sussex 35; Northiam; Edge: Payable at G. Gilberts Northiam)
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America’s Oldest Coin Grading Service. Established 1972.





